
the Hospital Corps were better understood there would be
fewer applications for this service on the part of profes¬
sional men. The general impression prevails that the duties
of the members of the Hospital Corps are less onerous
than those of the private eoldier of the line. It is difficult to
conceive how such an idea could have originated. It is also
understood that the non-combatant soldier is exposed to less
risk of life than his comrade of the line, when the fact is ap¬
parent that in addition to the ordinary dangers incident to
warfare, he is more exposed to the greatest source of danger—
disease. The nursing in the field hospital is done exclusively
by the Hospital Corps men, and involves much loss of sleep
and constant care and attention. The transportation of sick
and wounded is a task requiring good judgment, promptitude
and care. A combination of firmness and gentleness, thought-
fulness of action and a determination to perform duty regard¬
less of rest and comfort, is an essential element of success in
the work of every Hospital Corps man. The climatic influence,
the prevalence of tropical diseases will tax to the utmost the
resources of the Hospital Corps during the present war with
Spain. That the work will be well and cheerfully done I have
no doubt, judging from my observations during the last two
months.
The American people expect that the sick and wounded of
this war shall receive the best possible attention, and in this
they will not be disappointed. The Government, although
sometimes necessarily tardy, is willing and anxious to do all
in its power to alleviate the horrors of this war, and in this
humane intention it will receive the hearty co-operation of the
Hospital Corps. The writer has been permanently detached
from the Sixth Army Corps now at Chickamauga by a recent
order, and is now on his way to Santiago de Cuba on special
duty. He goes to the front as Chief of the Operating Staff
with the troops in the field. For the purpose of informing my
many friends among your readers what I am expected to
do, I append a copy of the letter assigning me to my new field
of labor.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY.
Washington, D. C, June 29, 1898.

Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholas Senn, U. S. V., Chief of the
Operating Staff.
Sir:—In assigning you as Chief of the Operating Staff, the
Major-General Commanding the Army directs me to say that,
at the several points to which you may be assigned to duty,
you will confer with the Chief Surgeon of the Corps engaged
as to the means by which you may consult with and advise the
medical officers serving with that army regarding the clinical
features of their professional work ; that you will recommend
such methods, either by lectures or operative demonstration,
as may in your judgment be best suited to accomplishing the
purpose in hand ; that you will take the necessary steps for
collecting data upon which the clinical and pathologic records
of the field and hospital service may be classified, and from
which the future medical and surgical history of this war may
be prepared. Your present assignment will be for duty with
the Fifth Army Corps, now operating before Santiago de Cuba,
and at such future time as the General Commanding may
decide, you will be transferred to other points where active
military operations are progressing.

Very respectfully,
Col. Chas. R. Greenleaf,

Asst. Surg.-Genl. U. S. A., Chief Surgeon, Army in the Field.
I hope I will reach Santiago before surrrender and enter it
with our victorious troops. My address for the present will be

Fifth Army Corps, Santiago, Cuba.
My next communication will be from the seat of war.

Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis--A Correction.
Elmdale, Kans., June 28, 1898.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Anoversight in reading the proof of "Cere-
bro-Spinal Meningitis" allowed sixth line from bottom, first
column, page 1499, Vol. xxx, to read "50 per cent." instead of
"20 per cent." Very respectfully,

J. F. Shelley, M.D.

The Permanent Secretary Explains.
Philadelphia, June 27, 1898.

My Dear Dr. Hamilton:\p=m-\Ihave just read your editorial,
and feel that it is due to myself to say that at the close of the
session on Friday, I was ready to turn over to Mr. Whitford
the minutes in full, but was compelled to wait the return of
the papers containing the resolutions, etc., which were referred
to the Business Committee, and reported upon by them on
Thursday, but which were retained by the Secretary of that
Committee that he might put them in order. The enclosed
copy of a letter from him received by me on Friday morning
will explain why they were not ready then for incorporation in
the minutes:

Brown-Palace Hotel,
Denver, Colo., June 10, 1898.

My Dear Dr. Atkinson:\p=m-\Ithas been absolutely impossiblefor me to write up the records of yesterday in my Executive
Committee book, and as I am off today I am taking them all
with me to New York. They are all safe and will be sent to
you when I return, but perhaps not for two weeks or so.
If there was anything else referred to the Committee yester¬day or today kindly let me have it as soon as possible.

I remain, yours truly,
[Signed] L. Duncan Bulkley,

Sec'y Executive Com. A. M. A.
You see that I am powerless, as it was my duty to give to
this Committee all the matters referred to it. Nor did I think
for one moment that they would not be at once handed to me
when the report was made and acted upon by the Association.
May I ask the publication of this reply as prominently as your
editorial? Yours very truly,

W. B. Atkinson,
Permanent Secretary.

[When the reports on the resolutions were read by Dr.
Bulkley, they were then the property of the Association, and
he had no more right to carry them away than any other mem¬
ber. There is no "Executive Committee."—Ed.]

Dr. Eichberg.
Cincinnati, June 29, 1898.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Pleasecorrect statement of your Cincin-
nati correspondent, in last issue, that "Dr. Jos. Eichberg has
resigned from Miami Medical College." He has resigned the
office of Secretary, but retains his position of Professor of
Practice. Dr. Olive P. Holt has been made Secretary of the
College. Respectfully,

Wm. H. Taylor, Treas'r M. M. C.

ASSOCIATION NEWS.
American Medical Association.

Official Minutes of the General Sessions of the Forty-ninth
Annual Meeting, held in Denver, Colo.,

June 7, 8, 9 and 10, 1898.
(First Gen. Session, continued from p. 1533, Vol. XXX.)
Dr. Bulkley, Secretary of the Business Committee, read

a report of that Committee relative to prize essays, the publi-
cation of the Association program and the general sessions.
The following is the report on the general sessions and Section
meetings:
Resolved, That the Sections be directed to hold no meetings
during the hours set for the transaction of executive business
in the general sessions, and that the general sessions take place
at 11 A.M., instead of 10 A.M.
Dr. Dudley S.Reynolds of Louisville\p=m-\Imove that the report
of the Business Committee be adopted. Seconded.
Dr. Wm. H. Humiston of Cleveland\p=m-\Iobject to adopting
the resolution with reference to deferring the meeting of the
General Session until 11 o'clock. It will encroach upon the
work of the Sections. If the General Session is postponed until
11 o'clock, and then continue until 2 o'clock, which is likely to
be the case, we will have practically no time for dinner, and it
will interfere materially with the work of the various sections.
Dr. J. B. Hamilton of Chicago—I would respectfully dissent
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